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Media’s Portrayal of Police Brutality against the Minorities
The problem of racial segregation and discrimination is not a new concept to anyone who lives in the United States, mainly because it is a perennial issue that has lasted for centuries. Despite the policies and other interventions created to help curb the menace, racial discrimination, especially towards minorities, studies show that the problem has increased with the police being part of the problem blamed on racial biases in the United States. This essay seeks to explore how the media portrays police brutality against minorities from the perspective of Angie Thomas’s novel The Hate U Give. From Thomas’ novel, this paper argues that the media’s portrayal of police brutality against the minorities as a service to the nation is exacerbating the problem of discrimination which worsens the quality of life in the African American communities. 
Thomas’ novel The Hate U Give provides a fresh and different perspective of the media’s role in the problem of racial discrimination, and especially, police brutality. Thomas tries to challenge the traditional notion that the police are doing a service to the country by eradicating gangs and criminals out of society. This notion has not only affected the relationship between the people and the police but has also impacted the identity of the minorities. According to Fox (2019), some of the management strategies employed by youths from the minority communities to respond to the challenges associated with police encounters include avoidance, management, and symbolic resistance. Each of these strategies does not help to improve the relationship between the youths of the minorities and the police, instead, it only creates more tension between the two groups. Fox (2019) further asserts that through some of these strategies like management strategies, minority youths strive to stay away from the harm or limit their encounters with the police to reduce risks of harm. However, this has not helped either as cases of police brutality against the minorities have only increased in the past decades, symbolized by the media reports and emergence of advocacy groups such as the Black Lives Matter Movement. Based on scholars from the minority groups and case reports on police brutality, Chama (2019) assessed the portrayal of the minorities and their encounters with the police. The author found that media biases contributed significantly to the problem of police brutality as they often justify police brutality (Chama, 2019). 
Consequently, out of this justification, the minority communities, especially the African Americans continue to be exposed to the harm and dangers of police brutality. Thomas’ novel The Hate U Give provides an insightful view of this problem and delineates the issue of racism that the media has often failed to portray. The protagonist of the story, a 16-year-old Starr Carter’s life paints a picture of the worldview that has not been given attention by the media. Her entire world is changed when she witnessed her friend’s death. Khalil, Starr’s friend is killed by a white police officer and soon after his death, the police rush to brand him a mobster and drug dealer. From Starr’s life and experience with police brutality, it is a perennial problem that has not been resolved. As Thomas writes, “same shit, different century; I wish people like them would stop thinking that people like me need saving” (p. 246). The above statement made by Starr Carter after the death of Khalil provides a rare perspective of the police brutality problem against African Americans. The murder of Khalil by a white police officer is not the only problem and is not the only evidence to paint a picture of the police brutality issue. Rather, the incident that takes place after his death expresses the “troubled relations between the agencies of social control” in the United States (2019, p. 202). As Beck (2019) further explains, the contradictions between the ideals and social realities can be determined by identifying the problems of inequalities within a certain setting so that the rest of the social life can stay undisturbed (p. 203). Thomas tries to determine this problem within the African American groups by expressing the troubled relationships between the police and the minorities. As Beck (2019) further explains, real events and movies in the past have shown that this is a perennial problem as it reoccurs, affirming Starr’s stamen that it is a problem that occurs frequently. 
Contrary to the media’s depiction of police brutality as a problem caused by minority groups, Thomas’ novel shows how police brutality is an injustice towards the minority people. The problem of racism, as portrayed by the novel is contrary to what the media has depicted for many years. The media portrayal of the minorities, especially in the urban cities was mainly victimizer and not victims. They were depicted as drug addicts, drug peddlers (as seen in the death of Khalil), and criminals. Thomas presents a perspective that contradicts the media’s eagerness to sympathize with the police officers and instead, stands up to portray the injustice faced by the minority youths like Khalil. As Thomas writes “it doesn’t matter that he’s suspected of doing it” because the term used to refer to Khalil by the media and the police (drug dealer) is louder and has more impact on the public (p. 113). This has been the trend for the better part of the past centuries. The rise of social movements like the Black Lives Matter Movement is among the public initiatives taken by members of the advocacy groups and the affected groups to present the story about police brutality and do away with the myth that the media has been spreading, which has only exacerbated the problem. As Kilgo et al. (2019) further explain, the rise of the Black Lives Matter Movement emerged after the death of Trayvon Martin in 2012 and Michael Brown in 2014. According to Kilgo et al. (2019), the media narrative choices regarding the death of these people have not only marginalized but also delegitimized the advocacy for justice for Trayvon and Brown. As Owen (2019) further explains, even though racism is a universally shared problem, its conceptualization varies across different categories of groups. Racial disparity between black and brown children is excluded from the existing policy interventions including protection and dependency (Owen, 2019). This explains why it has remained a problem for centuries and initiatives have not helped to resolve it. Those who know the victims are left with the burden to bear the pain of losing those they love but also feel the pain of never getting justice for the innocent people who have died in the hands of the police officers. Thomas depicts Starr’s regret of knowing the innocence of Khalil and the shame of living with the truth as the media and the police brands him as a drug dealer and criminal. She says “what’s the point of having a voice if you’re gonnabe silent in those moments you shouldn’t be” (p. 252). This hesitance is what modern advocacy groups such as the Black Lives Matter Movement have sought to break and speak for the rights of those who have been killed and no longer able to tell their stories. As Starr later comes to find her voice and reconsiders her role to advocate for innocent minority youths like Khalil, the media needs to change the narrative about police brutality. Starr’s interview with a television station highlights that she decided to speak not because of Khalil but because of other people from the minority communities who have experienced the brutality of police over the past decades. She mentions some of them that she has not been able to quit because of others like “Oscar, Aiyana, Trayvon, Rekia, Michael, Tamir, Eric, John, Ezell, Sandra, Freddie, Alton….it’s even about this little boy in 1995 who nobody recognized at first, Emmett” (Thomas, 2017, p. 442-43). 
In conclusion, police brutality has been depicted in the media as a service to the nation that it helps to eradicate criminals from the face of society. However, Thomas’s novel The Hate U Give provides a different perspective to what is known about police brutality. Through the life of the protagonist, Starr Carter, Thomas paints a picture of the world of reality that has been since forgotten and diluted by the misconceptions and myths portrayed by the media about those who fall victims of police brutality from the minority communities. Even though it is triggered by the death of Khalil by a white cop, but it presents a picture of a perennial problem that has lasted for centuries and all that the media does is to portray the victims as the victimizer. 
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